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s 1-2630 'I itl e 12- Agricwltur iz Dog Law

6 12.530. Damage to livestock or poultry; remedy; complaint,
i.o..udiogs befire township supervisor or trusteel destruc-
iion of dog; liability for damages and cosl.s-
Sec.2o. If a person sustains any loss or damage to livestock or
poultry that ii caused by dogs, or if the livestock of a person is nec-
essariiy destroyed because of having been bitten. by a dog, the
person or his oi her agent or attorney may complain to the town-
ihip supervisor or a township officer or other qualified person
desienaied by the township board of the township in wh,ich the
dam-ase occuired. The complaint shali be in writing, signed by the
Derso; makins it, and shall state when, where, what, and how
much damage 

-was done, and, if known, by whose dog or dogs. The
township supervisor or a township officer or other qualified person
ilesignated by the township board shall at once examine the place
where the alleged damage was sustained and the livestock or
poultry iqjured or killed, if practicable. He or she shall also exam-
ine under oath, or af,Ermation, any witness called . After making
diligent inquiry in relation to the claim, the township supervisor
or a township officer or other person designated by the township
board shall determine whether damage has been eustained and
the amount of that damage, and, if possible, who was the owner of
the dog or dogs that did the damage . If during the course of the
proceelings tlie owner ofthe dog causing the loss or damage to the
iivestock becomes known, the township supervisor or a township
oflicer or other person designated by the township board shall
request the district court judge to immediately issue a summona
against the owner commanding him or her to appear before the
township supervisor or township o{ficer or other person desigrrated
by the township board and show cause why the dog should not be
killed. The summons may be served anyplace within the county in
which the damage occurred, and shall be made returnable not less
than 2 nor more than 6 days from the date stated in the summons
and shall be served at least 2 days before the time of appearance
mentioned in the summons. Upon the return day fixed in the sum-
mons the township supervisor or township officer or other person
designated by the township board shall proceed to determine
whe[her the loss or damage to the livestock was caused by the dog,
and if so he or she shall immediately notify the sheriff or the
animal control officer of the county of that fact and upon notiflca-
tion the sheriff or the animal control officer shall kill the dog
wherevgr found. Any owner or keeper of the dog or dogs shall be
liable to the county in a civil action for all damages and eosts paid
by the county on any claim as provided in this section
(MCL $ 287.280.)

History:
Pub Acts 1919, No.339, $ 20, efAuSust 14, i.919; amended bv Pub Acts

193?. No. 47. imd ell May 18, 193?; 1968, No. 38, imd eff May 21, 1968, bv
$ 2, eff January 1, 1969; 19?2, No. 349, imd eff Janusry 9, 19?3; 1989, No.
,15, imd eff June 12, 1989.

croB6 rolsreDcesi
KillinS doSE Erolesting wildlife, g 12.628.
Trespassing do88, $ 12.629.
Liability for illegal killing of ticensed dog, 0 12.638.
CornBon-law liability of owner of dog not afect4d, S l2.Si9,

Celleghau's Michigsn Digest refererrcest
Aniraals, 00 13 et seq.

Mlchigan Civ Jur refetencee:
Aniln6ls $ 34.

CASD NOTES
Prior act, ar t-o the custody of dogr and

liceosing thereof, did not violate Conet
1908, art II, ! 16, as to due procees of
law, becau8e the act placed the duty of
paeaing upon claims for eheep kille{
upon a jugtice of the peace, Buch duty
under an earlier act being placed on the
township board. Fremont Canning Co. v
Water. (1920) 209 Mich u8, 176 Nr
677 -

The term "other domestic aDimal "
used in CL '9?, 5 6593, A"r"g a""Ui"
daltrage6 in reference to animals killed
by doga, ineluded turkeys. Holcohb v
Van Zylen (1913) 1?4 Mich 274, 140 NW
62L.

Unle8s the legislature amends the dog
la\r to designate a tawn6hip ofrcer to
ererciBe the power of deterEinatioD of
damages to bo paid t the owner of live-
stock dahaged by doga, the coulty
board of commiesioners rray Dot leiro-
buree the owuer of livestock for dao.
ages caused by do6a. Op Atty Gen, I'eb-
ruary 15, 1980, No. 5654.

No Ereltber of the elecutivo or logisla-
tive branch of a torDship goyeroEent
Eray exercise powers ofthejustice ofthe
peace conferred by the doA law. Op Atty
Gen, February 16, 1980, No. 566,1.

S 12.53.1. . Report of township supervisor to county board of
coruruSSlonGrs,

Sec. 21, If after making the examination required in section 20,
the township supervisor or other person designated by the town-
ship board has determined that damage has been sustained by the
complainant, the township supervisor or other person designated
by the township board, upon palrment to him or her of his or her
costs up to that time by the complainant, shall deliver a report of
the examination and all papers relating to the case to the county
board of commissioners of the county in which the loss rflae
sustained. The report shall be filed in the ofhce of the county board
of commissioners. If the complainant has not paid the costs, the
tormship supervisor or other person designated by the township
board shall state that fact in the report and the amount of the
unpaid costs.

(MCL 0 287.281.)

Hlsaory:
Pub Acts 1919, No.339, S 21, ef Augu.st 14, l9l9; aEended by Pub Acts

1980, No. 223, irrrd eff July 18, 1980.

Stal,utory referencea:
Soction 20, above referred to, is $ 12.630.Prior codiffcation:

( (
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$,12.6i11 Title l2-Agriculturti(
CASE NOTES

No member of the executive or legisla-
tive branch of a towDship govornment
may exercise powers ofthejustice olthe
peace conferred by tbe dog law. Op Atty
Cen, Pebluary 15, 1980, No. 56&{.

Unless the legislature amends the dog
law to deeignate a township officer to

exerciso the power of determitration of
damages t b€ paid to the owner oflive-
stock damaged by dogs, the county
bogrd of commlseioners may not reim-
burse the owner of liveBtock for dam-
ages caused by dogs. Op Atty Gen, Feb-
ruary 15, 1980, No. 6664.

Ilistory:
, -tlb-4cE 1919,_No 339, g 22, etr Ausust 14, 1919; amended by pub Acts
1958, No. 26, etrSeptember 13, 1958.

Prlor codificatioul
cL '29, $ 6266

$ 12.633. Damages, payment by counly, metJro4 amount.
Sec. 23. (1) When the_ county board of commissioners of the county
receives a _report of the township supervisor or other person
designated by the township board pursuant to section. 21, ii it ap-
pears.from- the- report that a certain amount of damage has been
sustained by the claimant, the county board of commissioners
sha-ll immediately draw their order on ihe treasurer of the county
in favor of the claimant for the amount of loss or damage whicl
the claimant ha_s-sustained, together with all.necessary anld propor
costs incurred. If the claim filed with the board appe;s fr;m -the

report filed to be illegal or unjust, the board- may make an
investigation of the case and make ite award accordingly.
.. (2) An amount awarded pursuant to this section shall be paid by
the county out of its general fund, A payment ehall not bi mad!
for.any it€m which has aheady been paid by the owner of the dog
or dogs doing the injury. If a payment is made by the county foi
any livestock or poultry bitten by a dog or dogs, tlie payment shall
not exceed the amount allowed by the county board of iommission-
era.
(MCL $ 287.283.)

Historyl
Pub Acl,s 1919, No. 339, g 23, eff August 14, 1919; aDended bv pub Acts

19?I, -\,1o. 3-I, eff August 27,1925i 1927, No. 62, eff Sepr.embLt 5, t927;
1929, No. lgl, efr August 28, 1929; 1941, No. 286, €f Seit"-bs" fS, fgef;
19,15, No.233, etrS€pt€mber 6, 1945; 1980, No. 223, imd etr July 18; 1980:
Statutory referoDces:

Section 21, above referred to, is $ 12.691,

Cr.oss references:
Fund for payment of damages by county, g 12.816.

Dog'Law ( 
$ rz,sgs

C.A,SE NOTES
_TheJund created by Pub ActB 191?,

No. 347, a.s t licensint dogs, n ae for tho
Eole bonefit ofsheep owhers, and djd not
belon8-to townEhips aa township fund6;
wherefore a township had no veeted
right t such fund, and the stal,ute re-
lating to the fuld could bo chanEed or
modified by tho legislature. Frimont

CanninS er. v Water8 (1920) ZOg Mieh
178, 176 NW 677.

Board of supdri'ieors may not refuse
F pay for dalrage done t liyestock by
dogr because of failure of supsrvisors to
enforce collection of dog licenae feee. Op
Atty GeD, 1941-1942, p4&, No.22187.

$ 12.634. Duty o! county auditors s'ith respect trs slai'ng fq1
damagesj report by justices of peace; paymeqt out of countygeneral fund"
S,*:,2a. E countie€ haln-g a board of county auditors, such board
shall recelve, audrt and determine all claims for damages under
this act and when such claims are founal to be bgJ-an<l'jigt said
board of-cognty auditors shall order_ their payne;g ou;-o-f"the een-er?] fund of the county. Justices of the p""ie in sucl, cou;ti." B:hdt
d.elrver their report of investigation under this act to such board of
county auditors.

$- f2.536. Saving clause; disposition of dog fun+ expense of
dog department in cities, payment.
Sec. 26. Any valid claims for loss or damage to live stock which
hlve. ac9ry9d under any general o-r local lais, prior to the takint
effect- of this act, shall not abate by reason oiihe repeJ of suc[
laws by the_ operation of this act, bui all zuch claims, aid all claimg
arising under this. act and all expense incurred. in'any county in
gnfo_rcing- the provisions of this act shall be paid out ofihe gerieral
fund of the.county.l At the tipe this act takes effect, ali ioneys
then in_ the "dog fund" in the hands of township or city treasurers,
derived from the taxation of dogs under exisiing taws, st att ti
turne.d into tle county general fund: p_rovided, tn -att citiLs.havini
a well regulated dog department, the reaionable 

""perree 
oi

maintaining- the same, shall be borne by said county, dulv audited
by the boa.rd of supervisors, and in any county having a toard of
county auditors, said board of county auditors ihall aufut said rea-
sonable bills, to be paid out ofthe general fund of the couniy.
MCL $ 287.285.)

IIIetory:
Pub AcLs 1919, No. 339, 0 24, ef August 14, 1919.

Prio! codificatiotr:
cL '29, 5 6268

S 12.532. Fees of juetice of peace, inclluded in damages.
Sec. 22. Justices of the peace, for the seryices rendered under this
act, shail receive 94.00 for each case, and 10 cents per mile for
each mile traveled, to be paid by the claimant in eacli case. In all
caees where damages are awarded, the fees paid by claimants shall
be included in the amount of such damages. -

MCL $ 287.282.)

i:_i,

-,.,.Ilistory!
.r:.i ,,Pu! Aqt3 1919, No. 349, ! 26, ef August 14, 1919.

Hor codi0cation:
iir .. CL 29, g 6269
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Section 3. After the Effective Date, it shall be unlawful for any person residing
in Alpena County to dispose of Solid Waste, other than by delivering or causing
the delivery of Solid Waste to the Montmorency-Oscoda Landfill. This Section
shall not apply to Hazardous Waste, Unacceptable Landfill ltems, waste
generated by any person that is disposed of at its own sanitary landfilt licensed
pursuant to Act 451, Public Acts of Michigan, 1994, or waste which is
permitted under state law or rules promulgated by the Department to be
disposed of at the site of generation. Delivery of Hazardous Waste to the
Montmorency-Oscoda Landfill shall be deemed a violation of this Ordinance.

Section 4. Upon a violation of any provision of this Ordinance, the County
may seek criminal prosecution and may seek legal and/or equitable relief in a
court of competent jurisdiction.

Section 5. Any person who shall violate a provision of this Ordinance shall be
guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine not to exceed $500.00, or by
imprisonment not exceeding 9O days, or both such fine and imprisonment. Each
day that a violation occurs or continues shall be deemed a separate offense.

Section 5. lf any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of within this
Ordinance is, for any reason, held to be unconstitutional, such decision shall not
affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance. The Board of
Commissioners of the County hereby declares that it would have passed this
Ordinance, section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase thereof, irrespective
of the fact that any one or more sections, subsections, sentences, clauses or
phrases be declared unconstitutional. Future amendments to this Ordinance may
exempt from the effect hereof types of Solid Waste or Solid Waste generators on
the recommendation of the governing body of the Montmorency-Oscoda Landfill
by category or classification of Solid Waste or Solid Waste generators.

Section 7. AII Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict with the provisions

of this are hereby repealed.

Section 8. This Ordinance shall be effective upon inclusion in the Alpena
County Solid Waste Management PIan of the FIow Control mechanisms

contemplated by this Ordinance and publication once in a newspaper of general

circulation in Alpena Counry and when Resolution #97'72 is effectuated.


